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great C 
of ourſelves and many. other 
conſtantly attend Divi Þ . + Ch rurcl 

| ferving to you, that notwithſtanding. your ſ 

Book of Common Prayer and Adminiftration of the 
as directed by the Act the 1 zth and 14th 

the Living of this 


. 


* 


lace, we: 


when you firſt took Poſleffien. of | 3 
too much Reaſon to believe, from the Alteration you conſtan e 


make in the Apoſtles 
Parts of the Servic 


-reed, your Omiſſion of Words in ebene 


the Nicene Creed, d at either your A det was not at fir 0 
if it was, that you have now. witl n ſuch A 25 


truly Lo adhere to the Doctrine of the ab iſhed. Church, of which © 
yourſelf to be a Miniſter; it is our earneſt Requeſt 3 
When. you perform Divine Sery for thetk furs —— 
you 20105 read it in; the Manner as ſet forth in the: 


Common Prayer. and Adminiſtrati of: | 15 


joined and eſtabliſhed by the above-mentioned. Act ;- hi Nags :- -: - 
queſt if you refuſe to;comply with, however diſagreeable it may ä 

be, we ſhall think it our Duty to take ſuch Steps as will put itim _ XR 
our Power to have once more for. our Miniſter. a rea and W ä 
Member of the Church of England, and who will not, in tlie C . 


pacity of a Miniſter, ſet up his own, Notions, in Oppoſition tot 
he is ordained. - 


e.ſtabliſhed Tenets of that Church in whi i 
are,” Sir mm i bri5” 0h 
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t, to appoint ſuch a Miniſter as you may think proper, I 
| o | | Fn 


Comand (for ſurely it is very improperly ſtiled a Regueſ and De- 
fire when accompanied with a very rude Threatening); and if the 
received it, and the ſeveral Hand- 


Channel through which 1 ceived it, and the leverat Hand 
Writings ſubſcribed to it, had not put it beyond a Doubt,  Icould 


not have believed that a Letter, in one Part ſpeaking falſe Eng, 
and in another breathing fo illiberal a Menace, was really ſent 


— 


me by the Gentlemen whoſe Names it bears. 


As a Man I ſhould not think it deſerved my leaſt Regard; but 
as a Miniſter, and, as far as a well-intending Heart will carry me, 


2 faithful Miniſter. too of the meek dende Jeſus, Lacknow- 


ion not only to reply to, but to fe- 


ledge myſelf under an | 
may be urged againſt my Conduct, 


move every Objection x 


if I can do it conſiſtently with wl at the Goſpel of Chriſt,” and my 


own Conſcience, tell me is my Duty to Gd. 
In the Cloſe of your Letter, you are'pleafed to inſinuate, that 


ſition to the eſtabliſhed Tenets of the Church; as you have not 


alledged one Proof of my doing fo, I can only ſay, that the In- 
ſinuation does me great Injuſtice. I never did, in any Act of my 
to an eſtabliſhed Doctrine. About a Year and a Half ago indeed, 
in an almoſt literal Paraphraſe upon 1 Cor. 15. I ventured, in the 
Courſe of what I thought my Duty, to point out from the 5 25 


Miniſtry among you, ſet up an Opinion Fp own, in Oppoſition | 


che Inconſiſtency of that Article of the Apoſtles Creed, the Reſur- 


redtion of the Bod), with the expreſs Words of the inſpired Apoſtle, 
who, ſpeaking of the Reſurrection of the Dead, ſays, Thou ſoweſt 
not that Bod, which ſhall be; and again tells us, © It is a a 
rural Body which is ſown, but it is a ſpiritual Body which is raiſed.” 
But finee then J have not done even ſo much as that. However 
knowing that no ſuch Expreſſion as © the Reſurrection of the 
Body” is to be found in the whole New Teſtament, and that it is 


very far from the plain Doctrines of the Holy. Apoſtles, from 


which that Creed is moſt certainly taken in all its other Parts, 


that I may be able to join in the Rehearſal of the whole Creed my- 


ſelf, not merely officially, but with my Heart and Underſtand- 
ing, as well as with my Lips, I take the very trifling Liberty of 
exchanging one ſingle unſcriptural Word for a ſcriptural one ; and: 
ſince every Member of the Congregation rehearſes ſepfrately for 


himſelf, and is entirely free to adhere to the Word Body, without 


any Regard cither to St. Paul or me, ſurely it is cavilling for.mere 
cavilling Sake, to be offended with ſo innocent and inconſiderable 
a Deviation from the printed Form, eſpecially when it is made 


purely for Conſcience Sake, and when the Word I adopt is the 


very tame that our Church herſelf hath made uſe of ia her own 
Nicene Creed. On 5 


You imagine 1 do not ag¹ at leaſt aſſent and truly adhere to 


the Doctrine of the eſtabliſhed Church; as you do not ſay 
Doctrines, I ſuppoſe you mean the general Poctrine of the Church, 


for in Truth her 1 Doctrines happen very unfortu- 
nately to be, ſome of them, directly contradictory to one another; 


with a partial View to one of theſe you accuſe me of not being 
one of her ſincere Members; and a methodiſtical Miniſter af the 
e . „ eſtabliſhed 
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was not a little 3 at the Receipt of your moſt Extraordinary 


o well ilk on A in how a 
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abel Church, having his Eye upon another of them, would 
accuſe each of you of the ſame Thing. But let us fee how th 


. 


Church herſelf 1 of all her particular Doc- 
trines, in that general Doctrine which true Proteſtants muſt uni- 
verſally approve; if you will pleaſe to read over the 6th, 19th, 
Zoth, and 21ft Articles of the eſtabliſhed Religion candidly and 
coolly, you will find that the Church herſelf acknowledges no 
Rule of Faith and religious Doctrine beſides the Holy Scriptures, 
diſowns the Infallibility of every Church in the World, and diſ- 
claims all Authority in herſelf to enjoin any Article of Faith or 
any Doctrine, which is repugnant to, or which is not actually con- 
tained in, that ſacred Standard; unleſs therefore the Church is 
by her own Confeſſion very wicked and unreaſonable, as well as 
very inconſiſtent with herſelf, ſhe cannot be ſuppoſed to require 
any Perſon to aſſent or adhere to her particular Doctrines, any 
farther than as upon a fair and candid Examination they ſhall be 
found to accord with the true Senſe of thoſe Holy Writings, and 
ſo far I do, bong fide; ſtill afſent and adhere to them. 
As to the Nicene Creed it is really beyond my Comprehenſion, and 
therefore IT read it merely ex officio, and in Obedience to the Autho- 
rity of the Legiſlature; and if I have offended any body by running it 
over too faſt, I will very readily endeavour to read it flower. - 
In every other Part of the public Service, where the Congre- 
gation 1s at all concerned, I mean here they can with any De- 
gree of Propriety be ſuppoſed to join, I am from the fame Mo- 
tives puncliliouſly cautious not to alter or omit one ſingle Word; 
and even in the Acts of Bleſſing and Exhorting, where the Part 
of the People is only to receive my good Wiſhes or Inſtructions, 
and where I look upon myſelf more as the Servant and Ambaſſador 
of Jeſus Chriſt, than as the legal Miniſter of the People, I never 
preſume to introduce one Syllable, that is not authorized by the 
Church itſelf; and if I do omit a Word or two of the printed 
Forms, it is really becauſe, after maturely conſidering the ſolemn 
and intelligible Engagements which I entered into when I was 
ordained Prieſt, which'it is both my Duty and Inclination punc- 
tually to fulfil, and which I earneſtly recommend to your atten- 
tive Peruſal, as they are contained in the Ordination Service, 
dare not uſe them. In this and every other Part of my public 
Miniſtry, I act upon an unfeigned Principle of Conſcience, and 
for my Juſtification I appeal to that awful final Court of perfect 
Equity, before which you, Gentlemen, muſt appear as well as I, 
and where we ſhall find, we muſt all anſwer more for our Practice 
and our Behaviour to each other, than for our Opinions. . 
I am no Friend to auricular Confeſſions, even of the Laity to 
the Clergy, and much leſs of the Clergy to the Laity; and I 
ought perhaps to be particularly cautious what I avow on this 
Occaſion, where a Combination ſeems formed againſt me, con- 
ſiſting chiefly of Gentlemen Jearned in the Law; yet J frankly 
declare to you, that I am one of thoſe many Miniſters of the 
eſtabliſhed Church, whoſe Eyes have been opened by that atten- 
tive Study of the Holy Scriptures, and other Writings of the 
earlieſt Ages of the Church of Chriſt, which our Profeſſion par- 
ticularly. requires of -us, and who are convinced, that a/l is not 
T1ght in the preſent Eſtabliſiment, but that there is much Need of 
a Reformation both of the Liturgy and the Articles. You cannot 
be 
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be ignorant that this Matter is actually. /ub judice : it will: aſſuredly 
dome before the Legiſlature the next Seſſions = Parliament, when 
ſomething or other | muſt be determined on, 4 ? 

my Objettions to the legal Forms of Divine Service are not then. re- 
moved by Authority, Iwill very ſoon rid _yau of all your Objeftions to 
my Mini. Six or ſeven Months is furely no long Time 
for you, Who are ſo ſtrong in the right Faith, to bear with the 
JUS} e Seruples of a weak Brother. But if your Chriſtian 
Patience and-Charity is too little, and your Bigotry and party 
Zeal too great, to live peaceably with me for that ſhort Time, 
you are at full Liberty to fake what Steps you pleaſe, and purſue 
every Meaſure in your Power to my Prejudice ; and whether the 
Effects of your Holy Reſentment prove as conſiderable as you are 
pleaſed to threaten, or as trifling as I apprehend, may God for- 


N 


give you, as I ſhall do very ſincerely. | 


JJ HENTESNER. RY 
Your very humble and faithful Servant in Chriſt Yeſus, © 


Tewkeſbury, Oct. 1, 1772. e E DW. E VANSON. - 


To Mejſirs. KemBLE, CoL LET, HAVARD. 
CIE, JEYNES, and COLLET, | 


— 


. Sunday the 4th -of October, 1772, Mr. EvansoN read only 
the firſt Sentence of the Nicene Creed to the Word Inviſible, 


which- occaſioned much Confuſion, in the, Congregation. Some 


of them immediately quitted the Church. 


By this Time Mr. Evanson made ſeveral Alterations and 
Omiſſions in Divine Service, particularly in the Sacramental 


Service. In the Exhortation he omitted the Words, both Gad 
and Man, and in the Bleſſing theſe Words, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt. 3 1 

- Mrs. TAyYLoR, a Gentlewoman of Fortune and reſpectable 
Character, who had been a conſtant Communicant, but on Ac- 
count of ſuch Omiſſions had for ſome Time abſented herſelf 
from receiving the Sacrament, on the 21ſt of December, 1772, 
ſent a Meſſage to Mr. EvAN SON by Mrs. BLANcu, the Sexton's 
Wife of Tewke/bury Pariſh, to know if he adminiſtered the Sa- 
crament himſelf on Chriſimas-Day, 1772, and that in caſe he 
did, if he would permit any other Clergyman to adminiſter the 
Sacrament the Month afterwards, to which Mr. EvAansoN re- 
turned the following Anſwer in Writing. 


Monday, December 21, 1778. 


Mr. Evanson preſents his Compliments to Mrs. TaYLos, 
and, in Anſwer to her Enquiry about the Sacrament, acquaints 
her, that he intends adminiſtering it himſelf on Friday next, and 
every ſucceeding Sacrament-Day, being perfectly ſatisfied that nv 
Perſon, who is properly qualified to receive it at all, can have the 
leaſt Objection to receive it at his Hands, however his Opinions 
may be condemned by thoſe, who may think themſelves better 


Judges 


and I affure you if 
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ges n Conduct on : 


ſuch Occaſions, God, who fees all Hearts, knows that he acts 
only according to what he thinks to be his Duty to God, and 
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to his Saviour whom he ſincerely loves. 
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The Gentlemen who wrote to Mr. Evanson had not the leaſt 


Idea but that he meant by his Anſwer to reſign his Living, if the 
Legiſlature made no Alteration in the Liturgy ; no Suit therefore 


was commenced till after the following Letters had paſſed. The 
firſt of which was not ſent till after the Prorogation of Parlia- 


ment; but in the mean Time ſome of the Gentlemen retained 
and conſulted Advocates and Proctors, in order to be prepared in 


Caſe they ſhould not find Mr. EvansoN inclined to keep his 


Promiſe, which was ſuſpected, and the Event fully juſtified the 
Suſpicion, e re ich ne 
Copy of Letter from Mr. KEMBLE and others to Mr. EVANSON. 
"P00 "RI - . Teufleſbury, July zu, 1773. 
WE have waited with Chriſtian Patience and Charity from 
the Receipt of your extraordinary Letter of the iſt of October laſt 


to this Time, and the Seſſion of Parliament being ended, and no 
Alteration having been made by Authority in the legal Forms of 


Divine Service, we now call upon you to perform the Pro- 


miſe which you therein made us, That if your Objections to 
the legal Forms of Divine Service were not removed by Authority, 


you would very ſoon rid us of all our Objections to your Miniſtry.” 


. Your injured Pariſhioners, 
FIGS To. KEMBLE, 

art, 

NeasT HAvAR P, 


To the Rev. Mr. EvAxsox, Vicar _ SAM. JEYNES, 
of Tewkeſbury, in the County WM. CLIFFE, 
of Gloceſter. | 


Copy of Letter from Mr. Evansown 70 Mr. KEMBLE and ethers. 
GENTLEMEN, | | | | 


IF Chriſtian Patience conſiſts in Endeavours to excite the Ani- 


moſity of my Pariſhioners againſt me, in meditating and menac- 


ing a Proſecution, in employing Proctors and conſulting Advo- 
cates, in complaining to my Dioceſan, and even ſoliciting him 
to commence a Proſecution of me in his Courts, you have very 
truly waited with Chriſtian Patience. If every poſſible Mark of 
Diſlike and Malice, if even your neglecting your Duty to God 
out of mere perſonal Reſentment to me, can be called Chrijtra 
Charity, that is to ſay, ſincere Love, you have indeed diſplayed a 
very conſiderable Share of it, fince the Date of my extraordinary 
Anſwer to your at leaſt as extraordinary a Letter of the zoth of 
September. In that Letter (which contained all the Objectious 


12 


The Day the London Papers were delivered in Tewkeſbury, with Advice 0* the Par- 
liament being prorogued. N | 


B YOu 


Fer 


— 


. 


you were; pleaſed. to make to my Miniſtry, and 
promiſed to rid you of;) you objected to my making an Alte- 


* 


ration in the Apoſtle's Creed, and Omiſſion of Words in other 
% Parts of the Service; and with a Threat of depriving me of 


my Living, requeſted, ©* that when I performed Divine Service 
<< for the future, I would read it in the Manner as ſet forth in the 
«© Book of Common Prayer and Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
« ments, as injoined and eſtabliſhed by the Act of the 13th 
„ and 14th of CHA. II.“ Qui facit per alum, Gentlemen, facit 


per ſe; and therefore as I was ſatisfied ſome Months ago, that 
the Legiſlature would not remove my Objections to certain 3 | 


in the Liturgy, I took care, at an Expence which my Prefer- 


ment will very ill afford, to procure ſuch a Supply for both my 


Churches as ſhould fulfil my Promiſe to you, and remove every 


Ground of the like Complaint for the Time to come, And as 


Divine Service hath been performed regularly according to the 
Act of Uniformity for more than three Months paſt, without 
the Omiſſion or Alteration of a ſingle Tittle that I know of, it is 


not in my Power to rid you of the Oljections you made to my 


Manner of miniſtring in the Divine Service, in any more effec- 
tual Method than I have already done. HS 5 1 
Poou ſtile yourſelves y injured Pariſhioners. Indeed, Gentle- 


men, mp Conſcience does not reproach me with having ever in- 


u in the minuteſt Degree; but if I have done it inad- 


just 


vertently, and you will inform me what the Injury is of which 1 
am guilty, I will very readily, as my Chriſtian Duty requires, 
make you a Reparation to the utmoſt of my Abilities. In the 


mean while you muſt give me Leave to ſay, that as you have 
thought fit to withdraw your uſual Payments for the Afternoon 
Sermon, tho' I ſuppoſe Part of all your Families conſtantly at- 


tend, unleſs I receive an Equivalent for the Tythe of your ſeveral ; 
Gardens, &c. and your Eaſter Offerings, I ſhall have Reaſon, in 


my Turn, to complain of real Injuſtice, which I take to be as 


irreconcileable to true Chriſtianity, as angry Reſentment and 


Perſecution for Conſcience' Sake. I am, 
| GxNTLEMEN, 
Your very humble Servant, EY 
Tewleſbury, uh 3, 1773.  EDWEVANSON. 

To Meſſrs. KEMBLE, CoLLET, HAVARD, 
-JevYNEs, and CLIFFE. 


1 


Cf of Mr. Srock' Letter to Mr. HAvARD, in Anſwer ta 
Mr. EvANnsoN's Infinuation. | 


0-1 Gloceſter, Fuly 4, 1773. 
NeiTarer Mr. PrLLiees or myſelf did ever make any Com- 
plaint on your Parts to the Biſhop about Mr. EvansoN, nor 
did either of us ever, directly or indirectly, ſolicit the Biſhop to 
fe him, nor was it ever thought of being done without a 
romoter. I am 


o 
* 


Tour very humble Servant, 
ä 
Mr. HavarD, Tewkeſbury, f OM | 
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which I in reply 


Cepy 


- 5 © 5” 
2 4 N 8 * 999 
1 


2 


— 


— 2 0 
2 "> I” y C a 2 
— < — 2 . bh =_ — 
* - vu — — \ 2G Y * BOL. * 8 3 7 * = 0 N _ = 
4 3 2 ä— . EO S T 888288 Wremen areas 4 
+ r F BY, PTT ̃ · PR BE 13 bg 8 
ft . ns ER n 7 wa REA bs 7 2 phe — "7 + — 4 


1 12 AGF * 
ha ak — 8 
DEP. 2 5 
2 \ 
2 y 


1 PANT Tie EBACE Fa, 12 1 3 D IS F297 NS % 0 - 5 ä 
EIT ol ores HON ng RO BS I en tat r ĩᷣͤ NNN N C n Fe nero ee 8 no wh rt . 1 
1 8 Fe EET Eo on en on EC ES EE EE en, nn „c ER Age EA ny RG ae a OT CCC 5 e 
„ . X — — c „ n . ky * wh r . x2 Ty FO, IE 2 =" KS . WITT Le ere 3 r + T4 E S888 ci 8 OI EOS 5 I INS YE p — 5 e . 8 8 22 > * 
"= 3 8 1 EASY SOR ISS Fart P.., PEE CIR Ob Db SO... « 8 $ 3 2 nnn ð w / . 8 e 3 So Cat Oy ee 2. 5 5 8 8 > et Er ado F OE EIT — Tags PT Io ALT 
> 25 WF 4 oy ere * " 8 3 I" Re SEO! " SIVA 9 VI 2 . 1 Ax ws N Tt” > 22 175 2 RO MM" 3 MD be" e IJ. 8 N e 2 n n "nb — 1 "SL #- Der Ns _—_ 2 S * 3 DN rate A - * — Horn 1 2 3 n Th, Re 4h - * 5 ye 2 n 2 . * W/W * RINGS fin ». 
ö * *. 25 r Dee * N op - 3 N axes 5 he; S „ EE ON N 22 3 N Ng „3 * S ²˙ UAA et TE OC * <1 3 * r FFP : As -, — þ 2 v FP 8 6 . 
" , pln 4 — s 7 r . N En RS " os no Ste Poo ge TN Co Ce Rk I P n « * RS 2 JJ... nin EE ee ES 
> ; < 2 ihe f 5 * 4 25 * 2 1 0 C " = I "1 a CES A — wes 06 _— * 7 * - EY IR BS R 7 rt She's hg — 
8 2 —— 2 r F * © FD: > ; : 2 : N. 8 ng OR” 8, wo 8 . 8 2 


W 


CS AE, A 
8 n S 
6 — 1 7 by *Y 
* os 3 
5 


* = 
= — age m 96-3 . 


M „ 

Copy F 4 Leiter from Mr. HAvARD fo Mr. EvAxsox. 
Vou make a Demand upon me for Tythes of my Garden, &c. and 
Eater Offerings, without ſtating to me how your Right ariſes; when 
you acquaint me in what Capacity you claim Tythes, &c. Iwill 
ſoon afterwards communicate to you my Reſolution on that Head. 
By your Jeſuitical Letter of the zd Inſtant, the Cauſe aſſigned 
for your Claim of Tythes, &c. is my withdrawing my uſual 
Payment for the Aſternoon Sermon. Permit me to tell you, I 


chearfully contributed my Mite, whilſt your Conduct was con- 


ſiſtent with the Character of a Clergyman of the Church of Eng- 
land, without the leaſt Intention of exonorating myſelf of the 


Payment of Dues, that you might be otherwiſe juſtly entitled to, 


and conſequently ſhall not admit, that my Subſcription for an 
Afternoon's Sermon was in Lieu of Tythes and Eaſter Offerings. 


My Family, if they attend Divine Service in an Afternoon, to 
Which mA are entitled, and that Right I mean to ſupport, muſt 


o to the Pariſh Church of Tewkeſbury, and notwithitanding at 
preſent I conſider that Church converted into a Conventicle when 
you officiate, yet it is ſtill the only Church we have in this Place. 

As for my own Part, I take this Opportunity to inform you, 


that my Intention is not in future to attend Divine Service upon 


any Occaſion, when you are to perform the whole or Part of it— 
not actuated thereto by perſonal Reſentment to you, as you in- 
juriouſly aſſert; I folemnly declare I have none, but am governed 
by my Conſcience, that tells me, after I have heard ſo many of 

our Antichriſtian Diſcourſes, and Part of the Service read by you 
in the Chufh, in the moſt indecent, irreverent Manner, I am right 
in abſenting myſelf when a Man of your Principles officiates. 

I obſerve you are artfully endeavouring to charge myſelf, and 
others, your Pariſhioners, with a Perſecution. Let me aſk you 
as one of them, If I have in any Reſpect forfeited the Protection 
of the Laws of my Country; I am not conſcious to myſelf I 


have in any Inſtance; and yet you, with all your pretended Cha- 


rity, Meekneſs, and Moderation, have, in direct Violation of 


ſuch Laws, under the old canting Pretence of Conſcience-Sake, 
_ robbed and deprived me of the Enjoyment of my Religion, the 
eſtabliſhed Religion too of my Country, and that is the Injury 


I complain you have done me. Let me tell you, Sir, I think 
myſelt happy in having been educated a Member of the Church 
of England; recollect, I have a Conſcience as well as you; to 


vou therefore, and to your unchriſtian, uncharitable, and bigoted 


Spirit, can only be imputed the preſent Uneaſineſs ſubſiſting in 
this Pariſh, and which is more likely to be increaſed by your im- 


placable Behaviour. You found this Church in Peace, and you 


are the common Diſturber of it; nor do I know. any other Re- 


paration you can make us, than by an immediate Reſignation of 


the Vicarage of Tewkeſbury, which will demonſtrate that you are 
the truly conſcientious Man; and 'till that Act is voluntarily done, 


I ſhall conſider you in the ſame Light I always ſhall any Man in 


my own Profeſſion, who receives his Client's Deeds and Papers, 

pockets large Fees, and acquires a comfortable Subſiſtence by 

is Client, and then betrays him. I am 
Your much-injured Pariſhioner, | 


Tewkeſbury, July 5, 1773. NEAST HAVARD. 


2 


3 I I muſt add my Wiſh, that you paid ſome Regard. to Facts. 4 
4 Your Aﬀertion of a Complaint having been made i” de Dio- 5 
4 ceſan, and of his being ſolicited to commence a Proſecution of * 
4 vou in his Court, is, ſo far as I can ſpeak for myſelf, falſe, and I We 
. refer you to a Copy of my Proctor, Mr. Srock's Letter, ineloſed 'L 
3 herein, for the Truth of my Aſſertio © P 
1 To theiRev. Mr. EvAnson, in Tewkeſbur x. Tt 
4H Copy of a Letter from Mr. Evanson % Mr. HAvaARD. N 
I I you are either a Chriſtian or a Gentleman, when the Rage 4 
2 of your Party Zeal is a little abated, you will be ſenſible that the 1 
1 abuſive Language and illiberal Invectives of your Letter of the 5th 8 
1 are as unbecoming you to uſe, as they are unmerited and unpro- =” 
2 voked by me. It: they were not dictated by that perſonal Reſent- *F 
9 ment you diſclaim, it is impoſſible for me to account for them. C 
4 1 am ſure Conſcience-and the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt can never 8 
1 teach any Man to render railing for good Words. e 7 
4 Jou are as well acquainted with my Title to the Oblations and u 
vn ſmall Tythes of this Town as I am myſelf. You know, Sir, 4 
pi that in all this Neighbourhood, both they and the Great Tythes . 
0 belonged to the Monaſtery of Tewkeſbury, and after the Diſſolu- b 
* tion were parcelled out by the Crown to many different Grantees, = + 
4] of which the Family of Gets had the Portion ariſing from the F 0 


Town of Tewkeſbury, by whom it was deviſed to the Miniſter of 
this Pariſh, in the ſame. Manner as I apprehend the Portions of 
Treddington, Sc. were deviſed by other Grantees to the Support 
of the Alms-Houlſes at Breadon. But as nothing can be more ob- 
vious than that the ſmall Tythes of a Town muſt be very incon- 
ſiderable, and. that the Eaſter Offerings of all ſuch as one could 
think of collecting them from, would amount but to very little, 
ſo long as the Inhabitants continued to contribute liberally to the 
half-yearly Collections, it ſeemed-imprudent to run the Riſk of 
diiguſting them by a Demand which, tho' juſt, they had not 
been uſed to, and conſequently of loſing more in one Way than 
might be acquired in another; but when Gentlemen of the firſt 
Property in the Town-refuſe to contribute any Thing, the Caſe 
is very greatly altered. However, tho' I was drawn in by your 
Complaint of Injury -to mention my own Right, and the Cir- 
cumſtance of ſuch Gentlemen withdrawing their Support from 
an Inſtitution which they muſt be ſenſible is of Uſe to their own 
Servants, and many others who cannot attend in the Morning, 
| yet did not mean it as a Demand, and was very far from deſir- 
ing or even thinking it right, . that any Perſon ſhould on that 
Account abſent himſelf from Church. Indeed I am ſorry I have 
had Occaſion to ſay ſo much about a pecuniary Matter; which 
it is not my preſent Intention to conteſt with any Body. In the 
Caſe between us a much larger Sum than the Amount of all your 
Dues and Subſcriptions together is not an Object worth my Con- 1 | 
ſideration; and it is but Juſtice to you, Sir, to ſay, that I am fully 4 J 
ſatisfied it would not influence your Conduct. LTD ut 3 
As to your ſuppoſed Application to my Dioceſan, and what- 
ever you may be pleaſed to think of me, I am no more capable Y 
of wilfully aſſerting or inſinuating a falſe Fact than Mr, Havazx)d - KT 
is, 1 
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is, but T'fpoke upon what I thought the beſt Authority that could 
bez the Word of the Biſhop himſelf. If you will aſk Mr. Daviss, 
who brought me the Meffage that occafioned my waiting upon 


His Lordſhip, you will find that he underſtood it in the ſame 


Light, nay, what is more, ſo did the Biſhop too, and after what 

paſſed between his Lordfhip and me upon the Subject, if I had 

not feen Mr. STock at Che/tenhan before I received your Letter, 

T muſt have concluded that either he or the Biſhop was a moſt 

egregious Falſifier. But I find your Proctor took Occaſion, from 

his Copnections with the Biſhop, to lay the whole Affair before 

him, even your Cafe to Pr. Harris, with the Dr's. Anſwer ; 

that he conſulted with his Lordſhip, whether it would be right 

for him to take an active Part in the Proſecution, or only to act 

officially; and alſo that he hath very lately acquainted him with 

a moſt infamous Falfhood, reſpecting my Converſation with his 
Lordſhip, which ſome of you handed to him upon no better 

Grounds than the Miſrepreſentations of popular Report. And as 

he now declares he did all this of himſelf, without any Directions 

from you, you to be ſure are entirely exculpated ; but I leave you 

to judge what I muſt think of a Proctor, who thus unfairly tries 

to prejudice the Judge on one Side, before the Suit is commenced, 

and even to make him a Party in a Cauſe intended to be brought 


before him. 1 5 1175 | 
5 Vour Charge againſt me of © depriving you of the Enjoyment 


of your Religion” becauſe from a Diſapprobation of my Preaching 
you are determined never to come to Church when I preach, is 
truly pleafant. You might as well hold your Breath and fay I 
deprived you of the Enzyment of the Air, the one is juſt as much 
in my Power to do, as the other ; and both the Charges would be 
equally reaſonable and well founded. If you will fatisfy me that 
the Majority of the Pariſhioners with me not to do any more Duty 
in this Church, it will be a very ftrong Inducement to me to 
gratify their Deſires ; but whilſt I have great Reaſon to think the 
Caſe is directly the reverſe, tho' I am ready to allow you and your 
Aſſociates as much Dignity and Importance as is your due, I can- 
not think that the Voices of Half a Dozen, or perhaps fifty Peo- 
ple, ought to prevail over thoſe of Hundreds. After my giving 
up at leaſt 40 Guineas a Year out of my ſcanty Pittance, purely 
from Principles of Conſcience, I thought no Man could have 
doubted longer of my Sincerity ; but fince no Man is to be my 
Judge in Caſes that relate to Conſcience only, it is indifferent to 
me what you or any other Man may think of me. For my own 
Part, I have confidered my Situation as impartially as I am able to 
do; and upon the Footing I have now placed the Duty of my 
Churches, I cannot ſee one good Reafoa for reſigning my Livings, 
and if I did, the Laws of my Country have put it out of my Power 
to maintain myſelf in any other Station, and conſequently out of 
my Power to refign what I have at preſent. . 
If you can amuſe youaſelf with ſuch profeſſional Similitudes as 
you cloſed your Letter with, you are heartily welcome to the En- 
tertainment ; but in Truth, Sir, you are no Client of mine, I 
neither expect, nor defire a Fee from you; nor have I been em- 

ployed or entruſted by you in any Reſpect whatever. | 
By Means of a Series of fingular and providential Incidents, I 
was appointed by the Lord Chancellor to preach in this Place, r 
C | the 
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L 10 J 
the incoherent Nonſenſe of ignorant Superſtition, but the true and ra- 
tional Word of God. That Word, was all I received Authority 
to preach, when I was ordained Prieſt; and ſo long as I perform 
the ſolemn Vow and Promiſe I then made at the. Altar, viz, “ To 
« inſtruct the People committed to my Charge, out of the Holy 
*«« Scriptures, and to teach them nothing as neceſſary to Salvati- 
* on, Var t which Jam perſuaded may be concluded and prov- 
„ed by the Scripture,” I have a juſt Claim to the legal Endow- 
ments of this Vicarage; and do not. in any Senſe hetray the Truſt 
committed to me. But if influenced b 


23 £5 


me. | juenced by your Interpoſition, 1 
Thould either .decline inſtructing my Pariſhioners altogether, or 
teach them what TI am perſuaded is contrary to the true Senſe of 
Scripture; I fear it would. be but a, poor Excuſe, when. my Hea- 
venly King and Judge ſhould call me to account for. neglecting to 
diſcharge the important Duties of ſuch a ſolemn Engagement in 
his Service, to urge that Meſſrs. HAvARD, &c. did not chuſe I 
ſhould perform ech eee ee e a TT CL LY 
What Name might have been given to your Proſecution if I had C | 
not removed every Cauſe of the Complaint you at firſt made, I ü 1 
know not; but as Things are now eircumſtanced, I fancy, all un? < 
prejudiced People would call it by the ſame Apellation that I have F 1 
done. If you think the mere Sanction of the Laws can alter the ML 1 
Nature of Perſecution, you are very greatly miſtaken, No Per- 2 1 


ſecution could ever have been publicly carried on without the ſelf | 
ſame Cover, We have a Law, and by eur Lew he ought to 1 
die, was the oſtenſible Maſk of religious Perſecution, in the firſt * 2] 
Inſtance of it, againſt the Life. of our. bleſſed Saviour himſelf, and 2 
it hath continued invariably the ſame from his Time to the Days 
of... Tour humble Serv 
To NeasT HavarD, Ei; Tewkeſbury. _ £54 
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Copy of a Letter from Mr. HavarD:to Mr. Evanson. 
In my Letter of the 5th Inſt. I delivered you my Sentiments 
openly, and as became an honeſt Man; in Return, I have your 
long tedious Epiſtle, well fraught with pious Cant and Evaſion. "a 
My Letter you cannot anſwer. I am entertained with the Au- th 
count you. give me of the Biſhop and our Proctor. I will on!) I 
add, when you were charging your injured Pariſhioners with 4 C 
Malice and perſonal Reſentment, the Addition of a further 2 

C 
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Falſhood was no great Matter for a ſtrupulous, conſcientious 

Man to make. I find depriving a Man of the Enjoyment 

of his Religion is in your Opinion truly pleaſant, Very pious and 

conſcientious indeed. I do not by any Means admit your Calcu- 

lation, of having a Majority of the Pariſhioners in Favour of your 

Doctrines; that you have done much Miſchief amongſt us I be- | 
lieve, but Chriſtianity s not yet aboliſhed in this Pariſh b y your [# 
unchriſtian Diſcourſes and Publications. The Laws of your 4 g 
Country, I aver, have not put it out of your Power to maintain re 
yourſelf in any other Station; the Toleration Act is in your Fa- 7 to 
vour; and as your new-tangled Religion is a Mixture of the 7 P 
Chriſtian, Jew, Mahometan, and Heathen, it will, like Baron — 
Van HAAkE's Compoſition for manuring Land (which he tells 
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zus has the Powers of the four Elements) render you vety plentiful | 
e far ſuperior to the Vicarage of Tewkeſbury. : 
: You tell me by Means of à Series of ſingular and providential 
"Incidents you were appointed by the Lord Chancellor to preach | 
in this Place, &c. Pray, Sir, did his Lordſhip tack to your Ap- 

_ .pointment; a ſpecial Commiſſion, impowering you to vilify the 
eſtabliſhed Church of England, and treat her Members as x; ini 
and Idolaters? Does it go ſo far as to authorize you to go from 
Houſe to Houſe and declare, that her Service is a Jargon of in- 
conſiſtent * Nonſenſe and Blaſ phemy, and the Church moſt cor- 
rupt? Tam inclined. to think otherwiſe. If his * did, 

produce your Commiſſion. 
K Upon the whole, you never will make a Proſelyte of me, nor 
will the Tnfallibility of of Pope EvansoN be eſtabliſhed in this Place, 
till you convince us your. Infallibility is conſiſtent with common 
g Honeſty 280 much for Religion. 5 
- Purſuant to my Promiſe I communicate to you my Reſolution 
"0 ecting your Claim of Tythes and Eaſter Offerings. As Mi- 
er of Tewkeſbury I do not admit your Claim to the Tythes, 
Oblations, and Obventions; and in Caſe you inſiſt upon ſuch 
Right as Miniſter, my Determination is to controvert that Mat- 
ter with you. My Subſcription for an Afternoon Sermon was 
never yet paid in Lieu of Tythes and Eaſter Offerings, nor do I 
believe any other Inhabitant of this Place ever conſidered the Pay- 
ment in that Light. In the Church of Tewkeſbury is a Perſon de- 
ſcribed to be the Reader or Aſſiſtant to the Curate of Tewkeſbury, and 
ſuch Reader or Aſſiſtant! is in the Appointment of the Corporation | 1 
'of this Borough. The Readerſhip arid Curacy have not been al- 1 
ways enjoyed by the ſame Perſon, but held as diſtin& Offices, 3 
which was the Caſe when Mr. GRE Rs ſettled the Tythes, &c. by 
' Deed. Mr:Pzaxct'was then Reader, and (I think) Maſter of the 
Free School, but never was Miniſter of this Place as I apprehend. 
Vou have the Appointment of the Readerſhip from the Corpora- 
tion, and in that Capacity I admit your Right to the privy Tythes 
and Eaſter Offerings, and I acknowledge myſelf indebted to 

you for them from tlie Date of your. Appointment, and will in- 
ſtantly 104 your reaſonable and juſt Demand. For the future you, 
as Reader,” are welcome to take my Tythes, &c. in Kind, or, if 
'more agreeable to you to accept of a Compoſition, I will pay it. 

I do not mean to. invade your's or any other Man's Property. Mr. 
GexRs's Settlement J found this Morning, and will ſend you an 
Abſtract of it, and the Deed at any Time may be inſpected in my 
Office. Iam forty 1 Habe ſo much Reaſon to ſubſcribe myſelf 

x Your mured Pariſhuoner, © 
Tewheſbury, July 8, 1773. 1 HAVARD. 
To rhe Rev. Mr. EVANSON. 


Coty of a Nate on a Card Low. Mr. EvAnsoN to Mr. Havar D. 
Mr. Evansov preſents Compliments to Mr. HAvAR D, and 
returns him Thanks for correcting his Miſtake about the Perſon 


to whom the Tythes, &c. were deviſed; as alſo for his obliging 
Promiſe of ſending him an Abſtract of the Deed : In looking 


* Mr. Evanzon' $ Erben depoſed do * dee Witaeles, My 
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finds he already has a Copy of the Need at large; and t 


him the Trouble of making an Abſtract of it. 
Thurſday Night, July 8. eise 


| 9 0 
. wi) N — I 
* 5 
| 7 2 12 


amongſt the Papers in his own Cuſtody, reſpecting this Living. hs 
takes the Liberty of addreſſing Mr. HAvARn once more to prevent 
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* 
* * 


4485 810 | £9 nes (6b. 97715 - frf | 
N. B. The Toleration Act requires Subſoription to the Arti- 
cles, which E. E. would not ſubſcribe again for the Prima y. 
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I have read Mr. Evanson's of the 7th Inft. on which T have a 
few Remarks to make, which I ſhould have ſent you before, but 
that 1 habe: d Reo me mee 

I told you before that I never did directly or indirectly apply to 
the Biſhop to carry on the Proſecution againſt him. He now 
brings a new Charge againſt me, in Anſwer to which I ſay as fol- 
lows : 1 never did conſult with his Lordſhip whether it would be 


y 


2. 


Suit is commenced ; nor did I ever directly or indirectly try to 
make him a Party in the Cauſe intended to 2 brought He him : 
And I further aſſure you that I ſaid nothing to Mr. EvAansox, at 
Cheltenham, that could in the leaſt warrant the Aſſertions he has 
made in his Letter to you, reſpecting me. The Inferences he 
pretended to draw from that Converſation, convince me that he can 
make a Text anſwer his Purpoſe at any Time me how or other.. 

In reſpect to the laſt Paragraph of his Letter, he told me that he 
thought his keeping a Curate ought to ſatisfy his Opponents, or 


1 


ſomething to that Effect. To this I made little or no Anſwer, be- 


cauſe the Anſwer I ſhould have made would have feemed harſh to 
myſelf to have given Face to Face, as I was at one. Time ac- 
quainted with Mr. Evansov and liked him; but I deſigned to 
have wrote to him my Sentiments upon the Matter, in. order to 


have prevented any Converſation of that Kind in future, or my 


being defired at any Time to recommend a Compromiſe, whic 
I could not in my own Judgment, or in my own Conſcience, ap- 
prove of. You know my. Sentiments to be, that it is. incon- 
ſiſtent with Religion, or even with common Senſe, that a 
Man ſhould be a public Miniſter, or a Miniſter at all, in 
any Church or religious Society, the Language of whoſe public 
Worſhip he declares his Conſcience will not ſuffer him to make uſe 
of, and tome of whoſe moſt ſolemn and facred Doctrines he avows 
to diſbelieve, and has even treated with Ridicule. I think no 
Satisfaction can be given by Mr. EvAanson but a Declaration, and 
that full, that he has changed his Opinions from what he lately 
held, to thoſe of the eſtabliſhed Church, and that he will in fu- 
ture conform to the Doctrines and Liturgy of the ſame Church; 
or elſe a voluntary Reſignation of his Miniſtry, I am, &c. 


INo. SKINNER STOCK. 
„ 


Jo Mr. Havakb, i Tewkeſbu 


